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Abstract

In April 2025, an air battle broke out between India and Pa-
kistan following attacks on Indian civilians by terrorists in Paki-
stani-controlled Kashmir. India launched airstrikes against terrorist
camps. Initially confident in its superior air force, India initiated
“Operation Sindoor.” However, India underestimated Pakistan's air
defenses and preparations, aided by China, resulted in a humiliat-
ing defeat for the Indian Air Force. To save face, India retaliated
by expanding its air force and missile attacks on Pakistani terrorist
camps and air bases, ultimately accepting a ceasefire mediated by
the United States. This war was short-lived, limited to offensive and
ground-attack air strikes, but both sides engaged in exceptionally
fierce propaganda and narrative warfare.

The boasting and clarification of the battle's events by both
sides, India's first press conference featuring a female officer as the
focus, and the overwhelming narrative propaganda on the internet
and social media all demonstrate the skillful use of propaganda and
narrative warfare by both India and Pakistan. At the outset of the
war, both China and Pakistan boasted extensively about their air
combat victories, which India dismissed as a form of narrative war-
fare, urging its people not to believe it. Later, India shifted its focus
to a counter-propaganda campaign aimed at diverting attention
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from its own achievements; Pakistan, in turn, launched a count-
er-propaganda campaign exaggerating its own gains. This article
analyzes the psychological front line strategies employed by India
and Pakistan in this conflict, drawing on traditional war propaganda
and India's concept of narrative warfare.

Keywords: War Propaganda, Narrative Warfare, India-Pakistan
Conlflict, Cognitive Warfare, Grey Zone Operations
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